
 

 

 

 

 
2 September 2019 
 
 
John Somerville 
Chief Executive Officer 
Slater and Gordon 
485 Latrobe Street, 
Melbourne VIC 3000 
 
Cc: ASU Delegates, Phil Reed, Brett Reid 
 
By email: john.somerville@slatergordon.com.au 
 

 
Dear John, 
 
RE: Global Climate Strike, 20 September 2019. 
 
On 20 September 2019 there is a mass Global Climate Strike/Rally.  This day of action has 
been initiated by, and is a follow up to, the School Climate Strikers’ recent actions and 
previous school strikes to continue to highlight the need for immediate and meaningful action 
against climate change.   
 
I’m sure you agree that these young Australians and more broadly young activists worldwide 
are standing up to fight for their very futures.  For them, climate change isn’t a problem for 
another day, it’s something that will directly impact on the rest of their lives.  The severity and 
level of that impact will be determined by what we do right now.   
 
Young people are standing up to be counted.  They are showing leadership beyond their years 
and are taking action where the leaders of this Country (and other Countries) have failed.  The 
so-called adults in the room that should be acting on climate change have been left wanting 
and are failing young people and future generations.  If we don’t act now and support them in 
this vital cause, then they will be destined to a future of undeniable hardships. 
 
They will face, much higher temperatures, droughts, heatwaves, stronger, more severe and 
extreme weather events including storms, floods, hurricanes, fires.  The rising of sea levels will 
see coastal areas inundated, and, in some instances cities and whole nations will disappear 
under rising oceans in the not too distant future.  Crops will fail more often; famine will 
become more widely spread.  Many more species will die out and become extinct.  We must 
act now. 
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For your information the ASU has been a supporter of the School Strikers’, including providing 
the use of our building to organisations such as the AYCC so they can train students and young 
activists to mobilise broader support and action on climate change. 
 
The ASU in support of future generations has also passed a resolution (attached) calling on all 
members that have the ability to leave work on September 20 to do so and attend the rally to 
show support for these outstanding young Australians fighting for action on climate change.   
 
Additionally, the ASU is calling on all employers where (operationally) practicable to release 
as many workers as possible so that they can attend to show their support also.   
 
I remind you that no one is immune from the global effects of climate change.  Climate change 
is everyone’s problem and can only be solved by workers and employers working together.  
Together we can deliver a cleaner greener economy, design the jobs of the future that will 
support those communities reliant on fossil fuel industries, assist those communities in 
transitioning into good jobs that will support their families and the broader community, and, 
deliver real and meaningful investment in a cleaner, greener economy and renewable energy. 
 
It is time that we all stand together and demand immediate, genuine and meaningful action 
on climate change.  Failure to act now will only result in an uncertain future that will cost 
business and our economy significantly more if we fail to act now.  Some proponents of big 
business and successive conservative Governments say that we can’t afford to act on climate 
change, we say that we can’t afford not to! 
 
The Australian Services Union will be writing to all other employers that we have members in 
and asking them to send their workforce to the rally also.  We will be closing our own office to 
attend the Global Climate Strike and I again implore you to show your support for real action 
on climate change by allowing your workforce, or as much of your workforce as possible to 
attend the various nationwide actions on 20 September 2019.   
 
Please find attached a copy of the ASU Resolution.  
 
I look forward to your response.  
 
 
Yours Sincerely 

 

Matt Norrey 
Branch Secretary 
Australian Services Union 
Victorian Private Sector Branch 



 

ASU Resolution 

 
 

ASU Victorian Private Sector Branch 
Supports Global Climate Strike 

 
The ASU Victorian Private Sector Branch on behalf of our members is proud to support the 
school strikers’ call for a Global Climate Strike on September 20 and the young leaders who are 
demanding real and immediate action on climate change. 
 
The school strikers are everything that young Australians should be – passionate, active and 
caring. 
 
For them climate change isn’t a problem for another day, it’s something that will directly impact 
the rest of their lives.  These students aren’t just dreaming of changing the world, they’re going 
out and doing it to improve the lives and futures of all inhabitants of this planet.  They do not 
have a choice; they are fighting for their very future and we must support them in this action. 
 
The ASU has always had the back of those fighting for a better future and always will.  That’s why 
the ASU is calling on all ASU members, their families, friends and all workers more broadly to 
support and show solidarity for the school strikers’ Global Climate Strike by attending the Climate 
Strike rally on 20 September 2019.   
 
No one is immune from the global effects of climate change.  The ASU is therefore calling on all 
employers where possible to release workers to attend.  Climate change is everyone’s problem 
and can only be solved by workers and employers working together to deliver a cleaner greener 
economy, with real investment in clean and renewable energy and the creation of the jobs of the 
future to ensure that workers, families, and communities reliant on fossil fuel industries and 
facing insecure work and an uncertain future get a job guarantee and training to transition to the 
jobs of the future.   
 
We call on those corporations that have made billions of dollars in profits and made enormous 
riches from exploiting the very planet on which we live to help pay for and invest in the action on 
climate change that is urgently needed.   
 
We call for all politicians across Federal, State and Local Governments to urgently and genuinely 
act on climate change and work collectively on a solution to save the planet. 
 
In solidarity 
 
Matt Norrey 
Branch Secretary  
 

20 August 2019 


